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BY LT. COL. W. R. HORNBY STEER
The name Steer is not uncommon in Devon and before'the
middle of the eighteenth century it was commonly spelt Stm\
it is believed to be of Danish origin and with variations in
spelling appeared in the County from the thirteenth century; in
the Heralds' Visitations of Devon of 1564 and 1620 are recorded pedigrees
of the family of Sture of Huish (a hamlet near Kingsbridge), one of some
standing in the County and related to the famous Elizabethan naval
commanders, Sir John Hawkins and Sir Francis Drake.
Steer was a direct descendant of George Sture of Hendham, whose
tombstone in the Churchyard at Woodleigh records that he died on 2 May
1760 aged 76 years. George Sture was the owner of considerable property
in the neighbourhood,' in which he was succeeded by his son Henry, and
the family have continued to own farmland in this area. Philip, a younger
son of George Sture, leased the property of Borough in the parishes of
Woodleigh and Chaiiton. This was later purchased by the family and in
due course passed by inheritance to Steer and his brother Henry, the Rev,
William Henry Hornby Steer. The latter's son, Steer's nephew, William
Reed Hornby Steer, has now succeeded to this property.
HenrySture'ssecondson,PhilipSteer(i75i-i827)ownedandfatmedthe
property of Bickley in the parish of Halwell, where he is buried. He married
Maty, a daughter of Richard Paige ofHarleston. This lady, who died in 18 37
aged 82, is the subject of a portrait painted by her grandson, Steer's father.
It is worthy of note that a nephew of this Philip Steer crossed the Atlantic
in 1824 and founded the family of Steers of New York, of whom George
Steers was designer and builder of the celebrated yacht 'America*, first
winner (1851) of the trophy now known as 'The America's Cup** The
descendants of the American branch of the family have frequently visited
this country. Although his brother Harry always welcomed such reunions,
P, W. Steer was not much interested^in his American cousins.